
Executive Board:  Will meet on Tuesday, March 3rd at 

6:30PM.   

General Membership Meeting:  The regular monthly meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, March 10th at 7:00PM.   Note: at this 

meeting we will commemorate the Legion’s birthday. 

Board of Trustees: Will meet on Tuesday March 17th at 

6:30PM.    

Albany County American Legion: Will meet on Thursday,   

March 26th at the No. Albany Post 1610, at 7:00 PM. 

The Honor a Vet will be held on Monday March 2nd at the  

Robert L. Weininger Post 8692, 140 VFW Drive Albany, at 

8:30AM.  This month’s honoree will be Charles Curcurito,      

U. S. Army.  Refreshments will be served immediately following 

the ceremony. 

There’s a New Cook at Chez Zaloga 

Effective March 1st, our temporary cook will be a full time chef.  

The Post will now be able to provide dinners on various dates.  

To start off with, on Sunday, March 1st, Charlie will cook a ham 

dinner to include scalloped potatoes, carrots, salad, coffee/tea 

for $13.00.  On March 8th, a roast pork dinner and March 15th, 

corned beef and cabbage or a Reuben sandwich.  Further infor-

mation will be dissimilated on the Post website and Facebook 

page. 

2026/27 Officer/Trustee Elections 

During the month of April, nominations for Executive Board and 

Board of Trustee positions are being accepted.  Nominations 

can be submitted either by contacting Jerry Perry in person or at 

(518) 459-1520 and leave a message.  Nominations can also be 

made at the April General Membership Meeting.  Remember, 

you may nominate yourself or any other member but in order to 

do so, you must have their consent, so if they are not present, 

their consent must be in writing.   

Arts4Vets 

Don’t forget every Friday our Arts4Vets group meets at the Zalo-

ga Post at 9:00AM.  Their mission is to provide artistic avenues 

to veterans interested.  Feel free to drop in any Friday.  
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Membership 

Our membership renewals stand at 479, which repre-

sents 90% of our goal of 533.  We need 54 members 

to renew their dues so that the Post can attain 100% 

membership.  As a convenience, you can pay your 

dues on line at www.legion.org/renew or drop it off 

and/or mail it to the Post.  Also, if you know of a mem-

ber that is financially unable to pay, (nursing home, 

hospital, financial hardship, etc.) please notify Bob 

McGraw at (518) 265-6851.  Please note: if your 

dues have not been paid by January 1st you have 

been placed in a delinquent status and your red door 

key card will no longer grant you access to the Post.  

You will need to have a blue door key card and you 

can only get that by paying your 2026 dues. Also, 

please remember that the dues for this year are now 

$45.00.  If you have any questions about your mem-

bership, you may call the Post at (518) 459-1520 and 

someone will get back to you. 

Post Snow Policy 

Because snow has a tendency to accumulate on the 

roof, and especially on the solar panels on the rear of 

the building, access to the Post will be restricted to 

the front of the building after a snow fall.  Please com-

ply with safety signs or when instructed by staff.  Also, 

regarding possible cancellations of events at the Post 

such as Bingo or an actual Post closure, check your 

local TV stations for community calendar where 

school closings are normally listed.  

Volunteers 

As previously mentioned in other editions of this publi-

cation, the continued successful running of our Post is 

significantly dependent on members volunteering their 

time and talents.  Every month there are numerous 

tasks that require attention and as everybody has 

heard, “many hands make light work”.   Think about 

helping out and call Bob McGraw at  (518) 265-6851. 
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Commander’s Message 

 Hello everyone. Well, we’ve endured a couple 

significant snowfalls and frigid temperatures but 

it should be turning around soon. The weather 

did create some issues at the Post. We had to 

close for a couple days and we also suffered a 

roof leak. Harvey’s efforts and coordination with 

the roof company seem to have resolved the issue but we will 

have to recheck it in Spring to make sure the leak is fixed and 

to make further repairs. On to some better news. The Post re-

ceived an award for our support of Ibi Semper who trains ser-

vice dogs for Veterans. We also received a thank you letter 

from the VA hospital for providing funds to their food pantry for 

supplies during the holiday season. There were quite a few 

people that attended the Super Bowl party. We had to shift 

from a buffet to an order food from a limited menu which 

seemed to work well so we will consider doing that again next 

year. Thanks to Dave Miller for coordinating everything for it. 

The Valentine’s Day party was great and it was good to see so 

many members there enjoying the event. Thanks to Bob 

McGraw for setting that up. Next up we have the kids Easter 

party and the Sons fundraiser. Please spread the word about 

these events. May is Poppy month so we will be putting out 

information soon about Poppy distribution. This is one of the 

biggest fundraising we do. These funds go to support our Le-

gion programs so we hope many of you will sign up to assist 

us. Lastly, we are doing great on membership but still have a 

way to go. If you haven’t renewed your membership, please do 

it now. If you know of anyone that meets the membership re-

quirements for the Legion, Auxiliary, or Sons talk to them and 

try to convince them to be a part of our Legion family. Let them 

know that we are not just a bar, we are a place where Veterans 

and their families can come together to socialize, get help, and 

provide service to Veterans and the community. Let them know 

about our events such as Cornhole night, dart leagues, enter-

tainment, and Bingo. We need your help to get new members. 

As always, thank you for being a part of our Legion family  

 

Poppy Distribution 

Poppy Chairmen, Roger Gulley and George  Otty remind 

us that May is Poppy month.  Yes, it is a few months away, 

but now is the time to consider helping to make this project 

of the American Legion as successful as it can be.  Don’t 

forget the importance of donations collected from the distri-

bution of this little blossom which go to assist our hospital-

ized and needy Veterans.  If you have some time to help 

distribute these small mementos, which commemorate the 

sacrifices of men and women who served and died for our 

Country in all wars, contact Chairman George Otty at (518) 

813-0448 or Roger Gulley at (518) 489-0331  and leave a 

message.  They will have various times and locations availa-

ble to distribute Poppies so please consider donating some 

of your valuable time to help with this important endeavor 

SAL Corner 

John Trong,  Squadron Commander 

Hello everyone.  If you hate winter, 

snow and cold, cheer up Spring is right around 

the corner.  The Valentines dinner went well.   

Everyone had a fun time.                                   

As we enter March, cornhole continues to do 

well.  There were over 30 members playing on a 

recent Monday night.  If you’re looking for something to do 

stop down and join the fun.  Congratulations to Allen Beck-

ner our 50/50 winner in February.                                     

Tickets are now available for the 2026 Annual Sons Fund-

raiser at the bar or by calling me (518) 928-5744.  $30 dona-

tion includes appetizers, buffet, beer, wine, soda and enter-

tainment.  50/50 and raffle tickets can be purchased at the 

event.  The deadline for purchasing tickets is April 12
th
.    

The Children’s Easter Ice Cream Social is scheduled for 

March 22
nd

 at 1pm.  The signup box is available in the bar. 

2026 membership dues are past due.  Please see Dave 

Bishop to renew.  Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

March 10
th
.                                                                      

Please consider volunteering at any upcoming post events.  

New volunteers are needed.                                              

Stay safe.  See you all soon.           

 

BINGO 

Every Friday night a BINGO extravaganza is held 

in our Klimek Hall.  Doors open at 4:30PM with 

games starting at 7:00PM.  Each week prizes in 

excess of $2,300 are awarded.  Also available is a gourmet 

selection of delectable “BINGO fare”.   Come and enjoy an 

evening of games with a chance to leave with a profit.  You’ll 

enjoy the repartee with the most friendly callers in the area.  . 

Sick Call 

               Dave Bernardi - Van Renns. Manor Nursing Home      

 Mark Blank - at home    

 Pat Faragon - Shaker Point Nursing Point     

 Ed Kearsing - Schenectady Center     

 Herm Ungerman - Peregrine Nursing Home           

                     “We remember our fallen comrades” 

       Anthony R. Strollo  01/19/26   

If you know of any Veteran who is ill or suffering extreme 

hardship please feel free to call Chaplain Elmo Kearsing at

(518) 573-0781. 
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Our next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday. March 17, 2026.   Please bring a favorite dessert 

to share. Thank you to all of the members that always help to set-up, clean up and close up after each 

meeting.  I really appreciate it. 

Membership: The Unit has 362 members paid to date.  We are 25 members short of reaching our goal of 387 

members paid. The Unit is at 94% paid.  The 2027 dues renewal notices will be coming out in September.  The 

price will remain the same at $35.00 for Seniors (18 years o age and older) and $8.00 for Juniors (under 18 years 

of age).  The 2027 dues must be paid no later than January 1, 2027 to remain in good standing.   

50/50 Raffle: This drawing takes place at our monthly meeting.  The cost per ticket is $1.00. You may purchase as many tickets as 

you would like. This raffle is vitally important in the operation of our Unit’s many programs. If you wish to be in the drawing on a 

monthly basis, you can send a check along with mailing labels to the Post in care of Beverly Schilling or visit her any Friday night at 

bingo.  Make the check payable to: ALA Unit 1520.  The drawing runs from January to December of each year. The winner of the Feb-

ruary drawing was Brenda Willey.  She received $144.00.  Congratulations.  Thanks to all that support our monthly drawing. 

THANK YOU to all that worked on making the Hall look so festive for the Annual Valentines Dinner Dance.  The evening was a great 

success. 

Children’s Easter Ice Cream Social: The Easter Bunny will be visiting the Post Rooms on Sunday, March 22nd from 1:00 pm to 3:00 

pm. The children will visit with the Easter Bunny, have an Easter Parade and enjoy an Ice Cream Social provided by Stewarts. Peter 

Cottontail will be sporting his brand new Easter duds.  Come and get a great photo with him.  This year we will be holding an adult 

Easter Basket Raffle and a 50/50 drawing.  If you would like to donate an item for the Easter Basket Raffle, please get it to the Post 

ASAP. You can leave it at the bar labeled for Patty E. or contact her at 518 334-0279. There is a limit of 50 children and two adults per 

child in attendance.  The sign-up box is in the Lounge. There is no charge for this event.  Adults may purchase a sundae for $1.00.  

Our Children and Youth Co-Chairmen Deb Prime and Pat Eworonsky work very hard at making this and all other children’s events a 

big success.  Let them know how much you appreciate their dedication. 

Easter Party Eggs /Candy will be assembled immediately after the March 17th meeting in order to be prepared for the Chil-

dren’s Ice Cream Social. 

Our Sons Detachment will be hosting their Annual Fund Raiser on Saturday, April 25th. This event always promises to be a fun time. 

A Hot and Cold Buffett will be served.  The ever popular Basket Raffle will also be held.  Tickets are $30.00 a person and may be pur-

chased at the bar.  Anyone who has ever attended knows what a great success this event always is. Please, support Our Sons De-

tachment. They are always there to lend us a hand.  Tickets may be purchased at the bar. 

ST. Patrick’s Celebration: The Legion will host a corned beef dinner on Sunday, March 15th.  Please check the Men’s section of the 

Zaloga Banner for the information on this event.  Get your family/friends to come to the Post Rooms for some fun and good food. 

Poppy Distribution: Our poppy distribution time is fast approaching.  Chairperson Claire Grant is seeking volunteers for this project. 

We Need Your Help.  Please contact Claire at 518-527-2934 for dates, times and locations. 

VA Bingo – On Tuesday March 3rd our Unit will be hosting Bingo at the Stratton Medical Center for some of the residents. If you 

would like to help with this program, please arrive at the Medical Center around 12:45.  Go to the fourth floor and someone will be 

there to guide you to the room. Please, join us.   

American Legion Birthday Month: March is the birth month of the American Legion.  The Men’s Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

March 10th at 7:00pm.  Desserts are needed for this meeting. You can drop your donation off at the bar and let the bartender know 

that it is for the Men’s Meeting.  The men really appreciate all of the goodies. 

New Members: The Unit would like to welcome new members Deborah Benoit, Peggy Cook, Dawn Donovan, Stephanie Morgan and 

Cheryl Ryan. 

Chaplains Corner: Get Well cards were sent to Pat Lito, Joanne Flanagan, Sonya and Dave LaBombard, Allen and Vicki Beckner, Jo 

Grace, Tracey Hubbard, Joanne Holmes, Deanna Barna, Ken Secor and Paul Santspree. Condolences to Ann Wright on the passing 

of her brother Joseph. 

 

For God and Country, President Pam 

 

Pam Tracy,    

President 



Attention!!!  

Department of New York website:      

nylegion.net 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE 

Notify the Post if you have a temporary or perma-

nent change of address. 

 

Post updates 

To be updated on all Post happenings be sure to 

access our Website and/or Facebook pages.  The 

addresses for each are listed at the top of page 1 

of this publication. 
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 Saturday Night Entertainment 

Saturday-March 7th - Brian Zappel      

Saturday-March 14th - T/B/A 

Saturday-March 21st - Sal Graziano 

Saturday-March 28th - Bill Perry 

 

                                        Coming Soon            

Dinners in March - On select Sundays beginning in March various din-

ners will be served.  Watch for specifics posted around the Post.     

March 22nd - Kid’s Ice Cream Social      

April 25th - SAL Fundraiser                                                                              

                          

                      

WANT INFORMATION ON THE AMERICAN LEGION ?  

                            Go to www.legion.org   
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