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May, 2026

Executive Board: Will meet on Tuesday, May 5th at 6:30PM.

General Membership Meeting: The regular monthly meeting
will be held on Tuesday, May 12th at 7:00PM. At this meeting
we will hold elections for both the Executive Board and the
Board of Trustees.

Board of Trustees: Will meet on Tuesday May 19th at
6:30PM.

Albany County American Legion: Will meet on Thursday,
May 28th at the North Albany Post #1610, at 7:00 PM. At this
meeting there will be an election of next year’s officers.

The Honor a Vet will be held on Monday May 4th at the
Watervliet Elk’s Lodge, #1500, 501 Fourth Ave, Watervliet, NY.
This month’s honoree will be Frank J. DiNuzzo, U. S. Army.
Refreshments will be served immediately following the ceremo-

ny.

Memorial Day

On Sunday, May 17th flags will be placed on Veterans’ graves at
Albany Rural Cemetery. Volunteers are needed to complete this
solemn duty. If interested you may meet at the Post at 8:00am to
carpool to the cemetery. A light breakfast will be served at the Post
upon completion of the flag placement. If you have any questions
concerning this matter, please contact volunteer chairman Bob
McGraw at (518) 265-6851. Also on Sunday May 17th, at 1:00pm,
a memorial ceremony will be conducted at Our Lady of Angels
cemetery in Colonie to honor our namesakes Joseph and Edward
Zaloga, as well as their Gold Star mother Anna Zaloga. Immedi-
ately following, a brief remembrance ceremony will be held at the
monument located outside of our Post recognizing the two Zaloga
brothers. This year Memorial Day will be observed on Monday,
May 25th, with the parade stepping off at 9:30am. Those who plan
to march can meet at the corner of Lexington and Central Avenues
n/l/t 9:15am or at the Post n/I/t 8:30am. Transportation will be pro-
vided to and from the parade as well as in the parade for those who
are unable to march, with priority given to Zaloga Post family.
Post doors will be open immediately following the parade, however
the open house will only run from noon to 3:00pm. Please note:
the open house following the parade is a great chance for us to
“show off” our Post to Legion family members from other Posts as
well as any/all neighbors who take the opportunity to visit. While
you are here, please be mindful of things that may need doing and
don’t be afraid to offer your assistance.

Membership

Our membership renewals stand at 492, which repre-
sents 92% of our goal of 533. We need 41 members
to renew their dues so that the Post can attain 100%
membership. If you have any questions regarding
your membership, please call the membership chair-
man, Bob McGraw, aT (518) 265-6851.

Volunteers

As previously mentioned in other editions of this publi-
cation, the continued successful running of our Post is
significantly dependent on members volunteering their
time and talents. Every month there are numerous
tasks that require attention and as everybody has
heard, “many hands make light work”. Think about
helping out and call Bob McGraw at (518) 265-6851.

Mothers’ Day Breakfast

You are invited to our annual Mothers’ Day breakfast, to
be held on Sunday, May 10th from 9:00am to 12:00pm.
The buffet will include scrambled eggs, bacon, breakfast
sausage, French toast sticks, waffles, gluten free waf-
fles, mini Danish and of course coffee, tea, orange and
cranberry juices. Donations: $12.00 for adults, children
6 to 10 $7.00, and children 5 and under are free. ltis
highly recommended that parties of 8 or more call the
Post (518) 459-1520 for reservations.

sacrifices of men and women who served "
and died for our Country in all wars, con-

tact George Otty at (518) 813-0448 or Roger Gulley at
(518) 489-0331 and leave a message. They have vari-
ous times and locations available to distribute Poppies

so please consider donating some of your valuable time
to help with this important endeavor.

Poppy Month

Remember, May is Poppy month. If you
have some time to help distribute these
small mementos, which commemorate the




Commander’s Message

Greetings. Well, it’s been a rollercoaster this
past month as far as the weather but it should
be getting nicer soon. Our Sunday dinners are
going great and we look forward to seeing
many of you at the upcoming ones. May is
Poppy month and we do need help with this

(|
1
year’s poppy drive. If you would like to help, contact George
Otty. Also, we will be having our usual Memorial Day events,
flag placement at Albany Rural, parade, & open house. We
will need help with all these events so please contact Bob

McGraw to volunteer. As always, thank you for being a part
of our Legion Family

Many Thanks!!

Our esteemed chef, Charlie, wishes to thank everyone at the
Post for the warm welcome he’s received and for supporting
his Sunday dinners which have been deemed a huge suc-
cess.

Spaghetti Dinner

Speaking of successful dinners, the next Sunday dinner is
scheduled for May 3rd from 3:00PM until 6:00PM or until
food runs out, (a regular occurrence with Charlie cooking).
Proceeds from this dinner will be donated to the fund which
will be used to help restore the Albany County Veterans’ sec-
tion (209) at the Albany Rural Cemetery. For a $15. dona-
tion, along with spaghetti, the dinner will include sausage
and meatball, salad and roll along with a dessert.

Mens’ Dart Leaque

The Thursday night dart league is looking for members to fill
openings in the league which will resume shooting in Sep-
tember. Please contact George Otty, (518 813-0448) or see
Jerry Perry or Bob McGraw if interested.

Welcome New Members

We would like to acknowledge our most recent new mem-
bers: Nicole Genovese and Rosemary Diana. Welcome to
the family.

Cornhole

The recently completed Cornhole winter session has been
deemed a success. A spring/summer session is being dis-
cussed contingent on a viable number of participants. Call
Wayne at the Post (518) 459-1520 (Monday and Thursdays
only) to advise him of your interest,

SAL Corner

John Trong, Squadron Commander

Hello everyone. As we look forward
to May it looks like a busy month. First up is the
Mother’s day breakfast on May 10™. Flag place-
ment is scheduled for May 17" at the Albany Ru-
ral Cemetery. Volunteers are needed so please
consider helping. The Zaloga brothers ceremony
will be held at Our Lady of Angels Cemetery on the 17" as
well. The Memorial Day Ceremony will be held on May 20™
at the Crossings Park. The Memorial Day Parade and open
house at the post will be held on the 25". Please come
march with us and stay for the open house. Monday night
cornhole has done so well, it will be continuing on and you
can sign up for the new session. Congratulations to Kim
Aquado our 50/50 winner in April.

Sunday dinners are at the post from 3pm until 6pm. Please
check the schedule to plan your Sunday out. It’s a good day
for getting together with friends and enjoying a delicious
meal.

2026 membership dues are past due. Please see Dave
Bishop to renew. Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
May 12".

Please consider volunteering at any upcoming post events.
New volunteers are needed and welcome.

Stay safe. See you all soon.

BINGO

Every Friday night a BINGO extravaganza is held
in our Klimek Hall. Doors open at 4:30PM with
games starting at 7:00PM. Each week prizes in
excess of $2,300 are awarded. Also available is a gourmet
selection of delectable “BINGO fare”. Come and enjoy an
evening of games with a chance to leave with a profit. You’'ll
enjoy the repartee with the most friendly callers in the area. .

Sick Call

Dave Bernardi - Van Renns. Manor Nursing Home
Pat Faragon - Shaker Point Nursing Point

James June - At Home

Ed Kearsing - Schenectady Center

Herm Ungerman - Peregrine Nursing Home

“We remember our fallen comrades”

If you know of any Veteran who is ill or suffering extreme
hardship please feel free to call Chaplain EImo Kearsing at
(518) 573-0781.




“FOR GOD AND COUNTRY” THE ZALOGA BANNER PAGE 3

Auxiliary News

Our next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at 7:00 pm. Please bring a
favorite dessert to share. Thank you to all the members that always help to set-up and clean up
after each meeting. | really appreciate it. Our Annual Memorial Service will be held at this
Meeting.

May County Meeting: will be held on Tuesday, May 26, 2026 at the Legnard — Curtin Post. The Annual
County Memorial Service will be held at this meeting. Pam Tracy,

President
Graveside Memorial Service — May17, 2026— 1:00 pm. This service is held at the gravesites of Joseph and

Edward Zaloga and Anna Zaloga (Gold Star Mother) at Our Lady of Angels Cemetery.

Membership: Our year to date membership has topped out at 379 paid (97%). In this count we have welcomed 24 new mem-
bers. All 2027 dues must be paid by December 31, 2026.

50/50 Raffle: this drawing takes place at our monthly meeting. The cost per ticket is $1.00. You may purchase as many tickets
as you would like. This raffle is vitally important in the operation of our Unit’s many programs. If you wish to be in the drawing
on a monthly basis, you can send a check along with mailing labels to the Post in care of Beverly Schilling or visit her any Fri-
day night at bingo. Make the check payable to: ALA Unit 1520. The drawing runs from January to December of each year.
The winner of the April drawing was Sonya LaBombard. She received $191.00.

VA Medical Center Bingo: thank you to Helen Rizzo, Linda Loparco, Patty Eworonsky, Debbie Prime, Donna Salamida, Chris
Perkinson, Kim Aguado, Claire Grant along with Beverly and Larry Schilling for making it possible. The next bingo date is
Tuesday, May 5" from 1:00 pm — 3:00 pm. This takes place on the 4" floor at the Medical Center.

Poppy Distribution: Our poppy distribution time is in full swing. Chairperson Claire Grant can use help in covering the times
that are still open. Please contact Claire at 518-527-2934 for dates, times and locations. We need your help to make this pro-
gram a success. Thank you to Claire, MaryAnn Davis, Jo Grace, Patty Eworonsky, Debbie Prime and Beverly Schilling for
getting the poppies ready for distribution.

Nomination of Officers: The following Slate of Officers was presented at the April Meeting. Pamela Tracy — President,
Tracey Hubbard — 1% Vice President, Cindy McGraw— 2™ Vice President, M. Pat Eworonsky — Secretary , Elizabeth
Skop — Treasurer. Nominations are closed. The slate of officers will be elected at the May meeting. All voting mem-
bers must have their 2026 dues paid. Thank You to Ann Trong and Anna Kelly for chairing this committee.

Auxiliary End of Year Dinner: this celebration will be held on Tuesday, June 16, 2026. Doors open at 4:30 pm. Dinner will
be served at 5:30 pm. Sonya LaBombard, Brenda Selway and Tina Haskins will be hosting this affair. They are asking for bas-
kets or gift card donations for the Annual Raffle table. A Chicken Parm dinner/dessert will be served. The cost is $19.00 per
person. Please make all checks payable to: ALA Unit 1520. Reservations may be sent to Sonya LaBombard, 3036 Edgewood
Avenue, Schenectady, 12306 NY. Sonya can be reached at 518 360 7893. Let Sonya know who you woud like to sit with. If
anyone should leave a reservation with the bartender, please be sure that the envelope is addressed to Pam Tracy so
it can be placed in the Auxiliary mail box. Deadline for reservations is Monday, June 8, 2026.

Father’s Day Breakfast — Sunday, June 21° from 9:00 am — 12:00 pm. The cost is $12.00 per adult, $7.00 for children 6 —
10 years of age and children 5 years of age and under are free. Reservations for parties of 8 or more are required. Please
contact Pam at 518 522 9259. Thank you to all that have signed up to help.

Chaplains Corner: Please notify Jo Grace at 518 573 3957 on the passing of a member. Please notify Pat Lito at 518 459
3842 regarding the illness of any member. Get Well Cards were sent to Lori Fish, Connie Dickinson, Meta Willis, Anna Elia,
Judy Stoffels and Donna Cortie. Condolence cards were sent to the families of Theresa Rourke and Dolores Willey on their
passing.

Happy Spring.
For God and Country,

Pamela Tracy, President
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Attention!!!

Department of New York website:

nylegion.net

Art4Vets

Remember our program to assist Vets who may
need a little assistance with issues they are en-
countering. This program, which runs every Fri-
day morning from 9:00am to noon has a variety of
programs ranging from art, creative writing, dra-
ma, music and more. Stop in some Friday and
see if there is some part of their program that
might interest you. For more information contact
Penny Lee at penylee56@yahoo.com.

PLEASE

Notify the Post if you have a temporary or perma-
nent change of address.

Saturday Night Entertainment

Saturday-May 2nd - Brian Zappel
Saturday-May 9th - Sal Graziano
Saturday-May 16th - Kevin Pepe
Saturday-May 23rd - Scott McNellis

Saturday-May 30th - Kevin Pepe

Coming Soon

May 10th - Mother’s Day breakfast

May 17th - Flag placement at Albany Rural and wreath placement at
Our Lady of Angels Cemeteries

May 20th - Wreath placement at Colonie Crossings

May 25th - Memorial Day Parade and Open House

WANT INFORMATION ON THE AMERICAN LEGION ?
Go to www.legion.org

Support Our Troops and especially ouwr Members that are
serving owr Country




