Website:

Email: zal1520@nycap.rr.com
Facebook: Official Joseph E. Zaloga Post 1520 @
www.facebook.com/groups/866411328765532

The Zaloga Banner

The Joseph E. Zaloga Post 1520
Serving Our Community, State and Nation since 1946
Kenneth Secor, Commander

(518) 459-1520
www.zalogapost1520.org

“For God and Country”

March, 2025

Executive Board: Will meet on Tuesday, March 4th at
6:30PM.

General Membership Meeting: The regular monthly meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 11th at 7:00PM.

Board of Trustees: Will meet on Tuesday March 18th at
6:30PM.

Albany County American Legion: Will meet on Thursday,
March 27th at the No. Albany #1610, at 7:00 PM.

The Honor a Vet will be held on Monday March 3rd at the Col-
onie VFW Post #8692, 140 VFW Drive, Colonie, NY 12205 at
8:30AM. This month’s honoree will be Frank A. Leak, U. S.
Navy. Refreshments will be served immediately following the
ceremony.

St Patrick’s Day Special

On Sunday, March 16th, from 3:00 to 6:00PM, you will have the
opportunity to experience an Irish repast like you have not had
for some time. A buffet, including Corned Beef and Cabbage,
Sheppard’s Pie, Sausage and Cabbage and Soda Bread will be
available. Irish beer as well as the usual beers, wine and soda
selections will be available for purchase. Representatives from
the Farrell School of dance will make an appearance for your
enjoyment. For more information, including the price, see flyers
which will be displayed prominently throughout the Post and on
our official Post Facebook page soon. Show your Irish spirit by
wearing your green and join everybody who will be looking for
the pot of gold.

2025/26 Officer/Trustee Elections

During the month of April, nominations for Executive Board and
Board of Trustee positions are being accepted. Nominations
can be submitted either by contacting Jerry Perry in person or at
(518) 459-1520 and leave a message. Nominations can also be
made at the April General Membership Meeting. Remember,
you may nominate yourself or any other member but in order to
do so, you must have their consent, so if they are not present,
their consent must be in writing.

Membership

Our membership renewals stand at 491, which repre-
sents 85% of our goal of 580. We need 89 members
to renew their dues so that the Post can attain 100%
membership. As a convenience, you can pay your
dues on line at www.legion.org/renew or drop it off
and/or mail it to the Post. Also, if you know of a mem-
ber that is financially unable to pay, (nursing home,
hospital, financial hardship, etc.) please notify Harvey
Martel at (518) 256-2256. Please note: if your dues
have not been paid, you have been placed in a delin-
quent status and your beige door key card will no
longer grant you access to the Post. You need to
have a red door key card which you can only get by
paying your 2025 dues. Also, please remember that
the dues for this year is now $45.00. If you have any
questions about your membership, you may call the
Post at (518) 459-1520 and someone will get back to
you.

Post Snow Policy

Because snow has a tendency to accumulate on the
roof, and especially on the solar panels on the rear of
the building, access to the Post will be restricted to
the front of the building after a snow fall. Please com-
ply with safety signs or when instructed by staff. Also,
regarding possible cancellations of events at the Post
such as Bingo or an actual Post closure, check your
local TV stations for community calendar where
school closings are normally listed.

Volunteers

As previously mentioned in other editions of this publi-
cation, the continued successful running of our Post is
significantly dependent on members volunteering their
time and talents. Every month there are numerous
tasks that require attention and as everybody has
heard, “many hands make light work”. As Command-
er Secor mentions in his message on Page 2, we had
a number of folks who helped out on New Year’s Eve,
thus making it a success. Think about helping out
and call Bob McGraw at (518) 265-6851.




Commander’s Message

Greetings. As February draws to a close and [§
bad weather will soon be in our rear view mir- h
ror, | want to thank everyone for their under- )
standing regarding the recent closure due to
seriously inclement weather. As March and l
Spring approach that event will hopefully not
need to be repeated. On a brighter note, during March we
will celebrate the 106th anniversary of our American Legion.
As part of that celebration, our Auxiliary will be providing
members who attend the monthly General Membership
Meeting a delicious dinner. As noted elsewhere in this
month’s Banner, volunteers are always welcome and needed
to help with the many projects and events held at the Post.
As an example, In May we place flags on the graves of Vet-
erans buried in certain sections of the Albany Rural Ceme-
tery. This project takes a bit of time and especially here the
more help the better. Please consider joining others from
our Legion family to assist with the flag placement or any of
the other programs we do on a regular basis.

Poppy Distribution

As noted in last month’s Banner, May is Poppy month. Itis
a few months away, but now is the time to consider helping
to make this project of the American Legion as successful as
it can be. Don’t forget the importance of donations collected
from the distribution of this little blossom which go to assist
our hospitalized and needy Veterans. If you have some
time to help distribute these small mementos, which com-
memorate the sacrifices of men and women who served and
died for our Country in all wars, contact Chairmen Roger
Gulley at (518) 489-0331 or George Otty at (518) 813-0448
and leave a message. They will have various times and lo-
cations available to distribute Poppies so please consider
donating some of your valuable time to help with this im-
portant endeavor. In furtherance of this project, Roger will
have a list of times, dates and locations available at our
March General Membership meeting.

Arts for Vets

The Arts for Vets group continue to meet every Friday morn-
ing from 9:00AM to noon to work on projects that are of inter-
est to them and which promote wellness. Individuals who
would like more information are invited to stop in to see what
is involved. One of the co-founders of the Arts for Vets, Pen-
ny Deere, has been chosen to help facilitate small group dis-
cussions at an event being held at Virginia Tech on March
6th and 7th wherein women vets will have an opportunity to
share their military experiences.

SAL Corner

Joe Eworonsky, Squadron Com-
mander

Hello everyone. | hope you all are well. If your
dues have not been paid, you key card will not
work. It's not too late. See Dave Bishop to pay
your dues or mail it to the Post. The Valentine’s
Day party was a huge success, everyone had a great time
and the dinner was delicious. Our own Kevin Pepe provided
the music and the dance floor was always packed. Our fund
raiser is March 8th, thank you in advance to all who bought
tickets and donated some of their time to help at the evert.
Congratulations to Ann Fiorenzo who was our 50/50 winer
for $56.00. Next month you could be the lucky winner, all
you need is a dollar and a dream. If you have any sugges-
tions, they are always welcome. As always, God bless
America and God bless the American Legion.

BINGO

Every Friday night a BINGO extravaganza is held in our
Klimek Hall. Doors open at 4:00PM with games
starting at 7:00PM. Each week prizes in excess of \©
$2,300 are awarded. Also available is a gourmet S
selection of delectable “BINGO fare”. Come and
enjoy an evening of games with a chance to leave with a
profit. You'll enjoy the repartee with the most friendly callers
in the area. .

.Queen of Hearts

The search for the Lady returns!! The ever popular Queen of
Hearts game has again begun. As usual, tickets will be
available at the bar or prior to BINGO in the hall from 5:30 -
7:00. This version of the game will be different in that cost of
a ticket will be $2.00 and the purchase of a ticket(s) is open
to everyone. Drawing is every Friday night during BINGO
intermission.

Sick Call

Dave Bernardi - Van Renns. Manor Nursing Home
John Haviland - At home

Joy Kay Innace - At home

Ed Kearsing - Schenectady Center

Herm Ungerman - Peregrine Nursing Home

Dan Willis - Recovering at home

“We remember our fallen comrades”

If you know of any Veteran who is ill or suffering extreme
hardship please feel free to call Chaplain EImo Kearsing at
(518) 573-0781.
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Auxiliary News

ur next monthly meeting will be held on Tuesday. March 18, 2025. Please bring a favorite dessert to
hare. Thank you to all of the members that always help to set-up, clean up and close up after each
eeting. | really appreciate it.
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Membership: - $35.00 for Seniors (18 years of age and older), Juniors $8.00 (17 years of age
and younger). Make all checks payable to: A.L.A. Unit 1520. They can be mailed to: Pam Tracy, 111 Frederick
Avenue, Albany, New York 12205 or call 518 459 9259. If you leave any form of payment with the bartenders be
sure that the payment is in an envelope addressed to me along with your name in the left hand corner. Our Unit Pam Tracy,
goal for this year is 394. We have 331 paid to date. | realize that this is the time of year when dues payments start President
to fall off but your dues status in the organization is very important. If you have nor yet paid your dues, your mem-

bership is in a delinquent status. You cannot vote on any matter and you cannot partake of any alcoholic beverages

on the Post grounds.

50/50 Raffle: this drawing takes place at our monthly meeting. The cost per ticket is $1.00. You may purchase as many tickets as you
would like. This raffle is vitally important in the operation of our Unit's many programs. If you wish to be in the drawing on a monthly
basis, you can send a check along with mailing labels to the Post in care of Beverly Schilling or visit her any Friday night at bingo.
Make the check payable to: ALA Unit 1520. The drawing runs from January to December of each year. 50/50 Drawing: The winner of
the February 50/50 drawing was won by Renee Fields. She received $184.00

THANK YOU goes out to Beverly and Larry Schilling, their grandsons J.J. and Oliver Clas (these two elementary school boys are pros
at this job), Chris Perkinson, Denise and Jim Rozen for decorating the Hall with Lots of Love (Valentines). St. Patrick’s Day Decora-
tion’s will be put up on March 5th at 4:00.

Children’s Easter Ice Cream Social: The Easter Bunny will be visiting the Post Rooms on Sunday, April 6th from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
The children will visit with the Easter Bunny, have an Easter Parade and enjoy an Ice Cream Social provided by Stewarts. There is a
limit of 50 children and two adults per child in attendance. The sign-up box is in the Lounge. Adults may purchase a sundae for $1.00.
Contact Pat Eworonsky at 518 334 0279 if you can give a hand.

Easter Party Eggs /Candy will be assembled immediately after the March 18th meeting in order to be prepared for the Children’s Ice
Cream Social.

Our Sons Detachment will be hosting their Annual Fund Raiser on Saturday, March 8th. This event always promises to be a fun time.
A Hot and Cold Buffet will be served. The ever popular Basket Raffle will also be held. Tickets are $30.00 person and may be pur-
chased at the bar. Hurry! They are going fast.

ST. Patrick’s Celebration: The Legion will host a corned beef dinner on Sunday, March 16th. Please check the Men’s section of the
Zaloga Banner for the information on this event. Get your family/friends to come to the Post Rooms for some fun and good food.

Poppy Distribution: Our poppy distribution time is fast approaching. Chairperson Claire Grant is seeking volunteers for this project. We
Need Your Help. Please contact Claire at 518-527-2934 for dates, times and locations.

Albany County Auxiliary Fundraiser: The Helderberg Unit will be hosting a Chicken BarBQ on Friday, April 25th to benefit the Albany
County Auxiliary. Final details will be in the April Zaloga Banner.

New Members: The Unit would like to welcome two more new members to our group. They are Charlene Norton and Danelle
VanHattam.

Chaplains Corner: Get Well cards were sent to Louise Donato, Joanne Flanagan, Mary Lou Sawicki, Past Commander Dan Willis and
Sons Detachment Past Commander Dave Bishop. We hope that all of you are on the mend. Condolences were sent to Margaret
Young on the passing of her Grandson.

Let's Make Tomorrow a Happier Day
By Doing Our “Good to Others” — TODAY.
For God and Country,

Pamela Tracy, President
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DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS
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PLEASE

Notify the Post if you have a temporary or perma-

Saturday Night Entertainment

Saturday-March 1st - Brian Zappel

Saturday-March 8th - No entertainment due to SAL fundraiser.
Saturday-March 15th - Sal Graziano

Saturday-March22nd - Bill Perry

Saturday-March29th - Bill Perry

Coming Soon

March 8th - Sal Fund Raiser
March 16th - St. Patrick’s Day Buffet
April 6th - Children’s easter Ice Cream, Social

nent change of address.

WANT INFORMATION ON THE AMERICAN LEGION ?
Go to www.legion.org

Support Our Troops and especially our Members that are
serving our Country




