
Executive Board:  Will meet on Tuesday, January 2nd at 

6:30PM.   

General Membership Meeting:  The regular monthly meeting 

will be held on Tuesday, January 9th at 7:00PM.   

Board of Trustees: Will meet on Tuesday January 16th at 

6:30PM.    

Albany County American Legion: Will meet on Thursday,    

January 25th at the E. T. Ruane Post #476, Cohoes, NY at 

7:00 PM. 

Department Commander’s Visitation 

The annual visit from our Department/Detachment officers will 

be held on Wednesday, January 17th at the J. E. Zaloga Post, 

1520.  This year we welcome Department Commander, Timo-

thy J. Collmer, Department President Karen D. St. Hilaire 

and Detachment Commander Peter J. De Angelis to our 

County.  Cocktail hour will be from 5:00pm to 6:00pm (cash bar) 

and a Chicken Parm dinner will be served at 6:30pm.  Tickets 

are only $35.00 for this event and may be obtained by contact-

ing reservation chairman .   

Mid-Winter Conference 

This year’s Mid-Winter Conference will be held January 19th - 

21st at the Crowne Plaza/ Desmond Hotel.  For a list of meet-

ings and events you may inquire at NYLegion.net, click on 

“news and events” and then “mid-winter conference”.   On Fri-

day, Jan. 19th, Bingo Fare (hot dogs, hamburgers, fish sand-

wiches, grilled cheese sandwiches, etc.) will be available from 

4:00 to 7:00pm.  On Saturday, Jan. 20th from 3:30 to 7:00pm, 

a Ziti w/ sausage and meatballs on the side will be available for 

$12.00.  Entertainment, (karaoke), will be available in the 

DeMizio Lounge on Saturday only for your dancing and partici-

pation. 

Bartender needed 

Our bar chairman, Jerry Perry, is looking to hire an additional 

part-time bartender.  Applicant must be a Legion Family mem-

ber with some experience.  If interested please call the Post at 

(518) 459-1520 and leave your name and number. 
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Membership 

Our membership renewals stand at 465, which repre-

sents 80% of our goal of 581.  We need 116 members 

to renew their dues so that the Post can attain 100% 

membership.  As a convenience, you can pay your 

dues on line at www.legion.org/renew or drop it off 

and/or mail it to the Post.  Also, if you know of a mem-

ber that is financially unable to pay, (nursing home, 

hospital, financial hardship, etc.) please notify Harvey 

Martel at (518) 256-2256.  Please note: if your dues 

are not paid by January 1st you will be placed in a 

delinquent status and your green door key card will 

no longer grant you access to the Post.  You will 

need to have a beige door key card and you can 

only get that by paying your 2024 dues. If you have 

any questions about your membership, you may call 

the Post at (518) 459-1520 and someone will get back 

to you. 

St. Valentine’s Day Party 

Our annual St. Valentine’s Day party will be held on 

Saturday, Feb. 10th.  Hors d’oeuvres will be served 

from 6:00 to 7:00pm with a stuffed chicken breast din-

ner served at 7:00pm.  Beer, wine and soda will be 

included for a donation of $20.00.  Music for your lis-

tening and dancing pleasure will be provided by Scott 

McNellis.  Tickets will be available in the DeMizio 

Lounge after Jan. 10th and must be procured by Feb. 

3rd.  

Post Snow Policy 

Because snow has a tendency to accumulate on the 

roof, and especially on the solar panes on the rear of 

the building, access to the Post will be restricted to 

the front of the building after a snow fall.  Please com-

ply with safety signs or when instructed by staff.  Also, 

regarding possible cancellations of events at the Post 

such as Bingo or an actual Post closure, check your 

local TV stations for community calendar where 

school closings are normally listed.  
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Commander’s Message 

A new year has arrived.  For some, the recent 

holidays were not very happy and I send my 

deepest condolences.  I do hope the rest of the 

Legion Family did have a safe and happy holi-

days filled with many loving memories of family, 

friends and gifts.  I want to thank everyone 

(Legionnaires, Auxiliary and SAL members) 

that helped decorate the Post.  You made the Post look very 

festive.  A special acknowledgement to the Auxiliary for or-

ganizing the annual Post children’s Christmas Party.  Anoth-

er great job by them as well as the SAL volunteers who per-

formed the kitchen duty.  The Post adult Christmas Party 

sold out very quickly this year.  I am so very thankful that 

members are again participating in Post functions.  I hope 

that those who attended enjoyed the food, dancing and min-

gling.  The Post hosted many gatherings in December and I 

want to thank the cooks, waitstaff and all the other volun-

teers who made them a success.  Make sure you check the 

event schedule as well as flyers posted around our Post as 

we are still looking for volunteers in many areas.  If interest-

ed, please contact our volunteer coordinator Bob McGraw at 

(518) 265-6851.  I am quite sure that there is a place for you 

to help.  

Arts4Vets 

Currently there is a project run jointly by our Ars4Vets group 

and a team from Tech Valley High which will result in the 

publishing of a document entitled “Stories in Stone”.  The 

object of the project is to capture your stories and remem-

brances of your time while serving our country.  Students will 

be present at the school, located at 246 Tricentennial Drive 

in Albany to capture stories primarily of Veterans interred in 

the Oakwood Cemetery.  They will, however, gladly listen 

and record your own personal story as well.  The recording 

will be on Jan. 4th from 9:30 to 10:45 am at the school.   

Super Bowl Viewing Party 

This year’s Super Bowl is scheduled for Feb. 11.  Currently 

plans are afoot to have a party which will include a hot and 

cold buffet for those interested.  More details will follow and if 

interested watch for flyers posted throughout Post. 

Volunteers 

Recently we have seen a dramatic increase in folks 

(primarily SAL members) who are willing, and do, come in 

and help the clean-up process after BINGO.  Their assis-

tance working as a team makes the job so much easier and 

faster to complete and the editorial staff of this fine publica-

tion says Thank you.  Please consider being part of the so-

lution, that is, joining your cohorts and volunteering at the 

Post.  If interested, contact Bob McGraw at (518) 265-6851. 

SAL Corner 

Joe Eworonsky,  Squadron Com-

mander 

Hello everyone.  I hope everyone is well and 
had a safe and fun holiday. It is hard to believe 
we are starting a new year. If you haven’t paid 
your dues yet you are now considered delin-
quent.  Stop into the Post or see Dave Bishop 
ASAP. Membership is $40.  The Adult and Childrens Christ-
mas parties were a huge success.  Thank you to all that par-
ticipated.  We will be having our tailgate fundraisers for the 
Post on Sunday Jan 14

th
 and Jan 28

th
.  Please come by and 

support the Post.  This year we are honored that the Zaloga 
Post will be hosting the Department Visitation dinner on Jan 
17

th
.  There was no 50/50 for Dec. but next month you could 

be the lucky winner, all you need is a dollar and a dream. If 
you have any suggestions they are always welcomed. As 
always, God Bless America and God Bless the American 
Legion.     

BINGO 

Every Friday night a BINGO extravaganza is held in our 

Klimek Hall.  Doors open at 4:30PM with games 

starting at 7:00PM.  Each week prizes in excess 

of $2,300 are awarded.  Also available is a se-

lection of  “BINGO fare”.  Come and enjoy an 

evening of games with a chance to leave with a 

profit.  You’ll enjoy the repartee with the most friendly callers 

in the area.  . 

Queen of Hearts 

Our Queen of Hearts game will begin again 

Jan. 1.  The drawing is held every Friday during 

BINGO intermission.  The growth of the jackpot 

depends on the sales both at BINGO and dur-

ing the week in the DeMizio Lounge.  The cost 

of a ticket is only $1.00 and the value of the 

Queen when found is 60% of all tickets sold during that par-

ticular cycle. 

Sick Call 

 Dave Bernardi - Van Renns. Manor Nursing Home 

 Elmo Kearsing - At Home   

              “We remember our fallen comrades” 

 Richard E. Mudgett 12/04/23 

If you know of any Veteran who is ill or suffering extreme 

hardship please feel free to call Chaplain Elmo Kearsing at

(518) 573-0781. 
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Our next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 16, 2024.  

Please bring a favorite snack to share.  As always, coffee and tea will be provided.  Vol-

unteers are needed to help set up and clean up. 

 

Membership:  Our goal this year was to have 405 members paid by December 31, 2023. Unfor-

tunately that did not happen.  We are up to 300 hundred paid to date.  As of December 31, 2023 

those who have not paid their dues are delinquent.  Their key cards are no longer useable.  They 

cannot participate in Post functions.  The value of a paid membership opens doors to our Unit in helping with the 

many projects that we work on during the year.  It also allows many perks for members to get when showing their 

card.  It is not too late to bring your member status up to date.  Dues are $35.00 for Seniors (18 years of age and 

older) and $8.00 for Juniors (under 18  years of age).  Please make your check out to: ALA Unit 1520 and mail it 

to: Pamela Tracy, 111 Frederick Avenue, Albany, New York 12205.  If you chose to pay online please let me know 

so that I can mail your membership and key card to you. 

 

50/50 Raffle: This raffle drawing takes place once a month.  Anyone is eligible to participate in it.  The cost is 

$12.00 per year.  You can purchase as many yearly chances as you would like. This raffle is also a vital part of the 

Unit’s operation.  Please join in on this worthy program.  Make your check out to ALA Unit 1520.  In doing so, 

please enclose 12 mailing labels for every set of 12 chances you would like to take.  You can mail your check to 

Beverly Schilling in care of the Post or you can see Bev every Friday night at Bingo. 

 

“It Takes A Village”: Let me introduce you to our villagers that came to the Post on Sunday 3, 2023 to participate 

in the Holiday decorating of the entire Post along with shopping for the Childrens’ Holiday Party.  They are Lori and 

Wayne Peplowski, Kathy Govel, Candy Person, Cheryl Cervera, Larry and Bev Schilling, Pat and Joe Eworonsky, 

Debbie and Jim Prime, Emerson and Anna Kelly, John and Anne Trong, Myrna Robinson, Tracey Hubbard, Cheryl 

McMullin, Linda Loparco, Diane Waddell, Bob Baldwin, Harvey Martel, Katie Rivet and Sheree Wright.  I tell cannot 

everyone what a wonderful sight I witnessed when entering the Post rooms that morning.  This is the true meaning 

of working together for our organization.  Many of us long time members were so happy to see many of our new 

people step up.  It does “Take a Village”. 

 

Chaplains Report: A sympathy card was sent to Debbie Norris in the passing of her mother Mary Duncan, her son 

Bradley Norris and her brother Dave Duncan.  Please keep the family in your prayers. Get Well cards were sent to 

Wanda Bernardi, Jan Morris, Anna Kelly, MaryAnn Davis and Debbie LaRose. We hope that the New Year finds all 

of you in good health. 

 

County Meeting:  Our first county meeting of the new year will be held at the Legnard-Curtin, Post 927 on Janu-

ary 23, 2024 at 7:00 

Have a Happy, Healthy and Safe New year. 

For God and Country 

Pamela Tracy, President  

 

Pam Tracy,    

President 



Attention!!!  

Department of New York website:      

nylegion.net 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE 

Notify the Post if you have a temporary or perma-

nent change of address. 

 

To view info and photos of events involving our 

Post, go to Joseph E. Zaloga American Legion 

Post 1520 on Facebook or the internet. 
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 Saturday Night Entertainment 

Saturday– Jan. 6th - Brian Zapel 

Saturday– Jan. 13th - Scott McNellis 

Saturday-Jan. 20th - Kevin Pepe   

Saturday-Jan. 27th - T/B/A              

 

                                        Coming Soon            

Jan. 1st - Post closed                             

Jan. 14th - SAL Tailgate party               

Jan. 17th - Department Officers’ Visitation Dinner            

Jan. 19 - Jan. 21 2024 Mid Winter Conference                         

Jan. 28th - SAL Tailgate party                                               

                                                                                                           

 WANT INFORMATION ON THE AMERICAN LEGION ?  

                            Go to www.legion.org   


 
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