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“For God and Country”

May, 2024

Executive Board: Will meet on Tuesday, May 7th at 6:30PM.

General Membership Meeting: The regular monthly meeting
will be held on Tuesday, May 14th at 7:00PM. Note: we will
have an election for Executive Board positions as well as the
Board of Trustees positions at this meeting.

Board of Trustees: Will meet on Monday May 20th at 6:30PM.
Note change of day.

Albany County American Legion: Will meet on Thursday,
May 23rd at the No. Albany Post, 1610 at 7:00 PM.

The Honor a Vet will be held on Monday May 6th at 8:30AM.
This month’s honoree will be Alfred Mantey, U. S. Army. Re-
freshments will be served immediately following the ceremony.

Membership

Our current membership stands at 551 which represents 95% of
our goal of 581. As of January 1st, if your dues has not been
paid, you are considered delinquent. Currently we need 30 de-
linquent members to renew their membership to obtain 100%
membership. If you have not yet paid your 2024 dues, you may
pay on line at www.legion.org.renew or drop your dues off at the
Post with the bartender. If you know a member who is financial-
ly unable to pay his or her dues, (hospital, nursing home, etc.)
please call Harvey Martel at (518) 256-2256.

Mothers’ Day Breakfast

Please join us on May 12, 2024 from 9AM to 12PM for a
scrumptious buffet breakfast consisting of waffles, scrambled
eggs, French toast, bacon, sausage, fried potatoes, mini Dan-
ish, coffee, tea, and cranberry and orange juices. The donation
this year will be $12 for adults, $7 for children 6 - 10 and chil-
dren 5 years old and younger are free. Reservations are re-
quired for parties of 8 or more by calling the Post at (518) 459-
1520.

Colonie Crossings Wreath Placement

The annual placement of wreaths at the Colonie Veterans’ Me-
morial at the Crossings by Zaloga Post and other Veteran or-
ganizations will take at 6:00PM on Tues. May 21st.

Poppy Month

Remember, May is Poppy month. If you have some
time to help distribute these small mementos, which
commemorate the sacrifices of men and women who
served and died for our Country in all wars, contact
Chairman Roger Gulley at (518) 489-0331 and leave
a message. Roger has various times and locations
available to distribute Poppies so please consider
donating some of your valuable time to help with this
important endeavor.

Memorial Day

This year Memorial Day will be observed on Monday,
May 27th, with the parade stepping off at 9:30am.
Those who plan to march can meet at the corner of
Partridge St. and Central Ave. n/l/t 9:15am or at the
Post n/I/t 8:30am. Transportation will be provided to
and from the parade as well as in the parade for those
who are unable to march, with priority given to Zaloga
Post family. Post doors will be open immediately
following the parade, however the open house will
only run from noon to 3:00pm. On Sunday, May
19th flags will be placed on Veterans’ graves at Al-
bany Rural Cemetery. Volunteers are needed to
complete this solemn duty. If interested you may
meet at the Post at 8:00am to carpool to the ceme-
tery. If you have any questions concerning this mat-
ter, please contact volunteer chairman Bob McGraw
at (518) 265-6851. Also on Sunday May 19th, at
1:00pm, a memorial ceremony will be conducted at
Our Lady of Angels cemetery in Colonie to honor our
namesakes Joseph and Edward Zaloga, as well as
their Gold Star mother Anna Zaloga. Immediately
following the ceremony at the gravesite, a brief re-
membrance ceremony will be held at the monument
located outside of our Post recognizing the two Zalo-
ga brothers.

Please note: the open house following the parade is a
great chance for us to “show off” our Post to Legion
family members from other Posts as well as any/all
neighbors who take the opportunity to visit. While you
are here, please be mindful of things that may need
doing and don’t be afraid to offer your assistance.




Commander’s Message

| believe we have gotten through April
with hopefully all the nasty weather behind us,
and we will experience sunny and warm condi-
tions. The Post was quite busy with functions
and meetings. Awards at CBA to two Cadets,
Our Boy Scout troop had members reach the
highest level “Eagle Scout”.

May is a very busy month and hope many of the
members can help or attend these functions. The first one
that happens is the distribution of Poppies (Contact Roger
Gulley at 518-489-0331 or Bob McGraw at 518-265-6851),
Mother’s Day Breakfast on May 12 from 9 AM to 12 PM. On
May 19 we will be placing flags at Albany Rural Cemetery
(Meeting at the Post by 8:00 and proceeding to the North
Ridge), at 1PM we have a ceremony at Our Lady of Angels
cemetery to pay tribute to the Zaloga brothers, following this
ceremony we go directly to the Post and have a ceremony.
The ceremony at the Crossings, May 21 Albany County
meeting 7 PM at No Albany Post and on May 27 is the Me-
morial Day Parade followed by an Open House at the Post.

On May 14™ general meeting nominations will be
accepted from the floor for the Officers of the Post. If you are
interested in running for an office, you must show up and can
also contact Jerry Perry (Nomination Committee Chairper-
son). Once nominations are completed, the election will take
place.

May 31 is the beginning of Legion College. If you are
at all interested in being an officer or how the Legion works,
this is a program you should investigate attending. Please
contact one of the Officers to see what is involved in attend-
ing. If not this year, then maybe next so get things started.

Following the election a vote will be taken for ap-
proval of the Post changes to the constitution and By-Laws.

Those that volunteer to place flags at the cemetery
will be invited back to the Post for some food (possibly pan-
cakes and sausage), coffee, tea, and juice.

Just a big thank you to those that are involved with
various programs to keep the Post going and involved with
community participation. Have a great Month and stay safe
and healthy.

Veterans’ Night at the Joe

On Thursday, June 13th, the Tri Cities Valley Cats baseball
team will be honoring “all who served” by offering compli-
mentary tickets to that night's game. First pitch is scheduled
for 6:30 PM. For more information and to request tickets you
may visit www.tcvalleycats.com or call (518) 629-2287. Vet-
erans, take this opportunity to both accept the thanks you
deserve and to patronize our local ball team.

SAL Corner

Joe Eworonsky, Squadron Com-
mander

Hello everyone. | hope everyone is well and
safe. Hard to believe summer is around the cor-
ner. It is Poppy time we can use your help; if
you are interested, please see Roger Gully.
The Walk A Thon for our homeless vets is April
27" at Cook Park. Registration is at 11:30, walk begins at
noon. Our nominations were held at this month’s meeting, at
our next meeting in May we will be having elections and
June will be the swearing in of our board. Come support
your board at these meetings. Special thanks to Tom Saw-
yer a Thursday night dart player for donating a barbecue to
the Son’s which we raffled off and raised $360.00 for our
general fund. The winner was Bonnie Perry. If you have
any suggestions they are always welcomed. As always, God
Bless America and God Bless the American Legion.

BINGO

in our Klimek Hall. Doors open at 4:30PM with
games starting at 7:00PM. Each week prizes in
excess of $2,300 are awarded. Also available is
a selection of “BINGO fare”. Come and enjoy an evening of
games with a chance to leave with a profit. You’ll enjoy the
repartee with the most friendly callers in the area.

Queen of Hearts

Our Queen of Hearts game continues to flourish
with the drawing held every Friday during BINGO
intermission. The growth of the jackpot depends
on the sales both at BINGO and during the week
in the DeMizio Lounge. The cost of a ticket is
only $1.00 and the value of the Queen when found is 60% of
all tickets sold during that particular cycle.

Sick Call

Dave Bernardi - Van Renns. Manor Nursing Home
Bill Kearsing - At home

Pete Lito - At home

Herm Ungerman - Peregrine Nursing Home
Richard Willey - At home

“We remember our fallen comrades”

If you know of any Veteran who is ill or suffering extreme
hardship please feel free to call Chaplain EImo Kearsing at
(518) 573-0781.
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Auxiliary News

Our next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 21, 2024. We continue to wel-
come the variety of desserts that are shared every month. As always, coffee and tea will be served.
Set-up and Clean-up is always appreciated.

Nominating Committee: The following slate of Officers was presented at the April meeting:
President — Pamela Tracy, 1° Vice president — Tracey Hubbard, 2 Vice President — Patricia Lito, Secretary
— Pat Eworonsky and Treasurer — Bette Skop. In addition to voting on the slate of officers, we will nominate
Our County Committee and nominate our delegates to the Department Convention.

Pam Tracy,
President

End of the Year Dinner: Our End of the Year dinner will be held on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Cocktail hour will be

held from 4:30 — 5:30. A Turkey dinner will be served at 5:30. The price per person is $25.00 . Make all checks payable to: A.L.A.
Unit 1520 and send to Sonya LaBombard at 3036 Edgewood Avenue, Schenectady, New York 12306. Sonya may be contact-
ed at 518 — 360 — 7893. Deadline for Reservation is Wednesday, June 5, 2024. Please come and celebrate with the Unit. Bev-
erly Schilling will be hosting a raffle that evening. Any gift card or donation can be given to Bev in care of the Post at 4 Everett Road,
Albany, New York 12205. All donations must be received by June 10, 2024.

Annual Memorial Service: Our Unit Memorial Service will be held at this meeting. We will be honoring all members that have
passed away this year along with our Gold Star Mothers and Our Military.

A Memorial Ceremony in remembrance of our Post’s namesakes Joseph and Edward Zaloga and Our Gold Star Mother, Anna Zalo-
ga will be held on Sunday, May 19, 2024 at Our lady Of Angels Cemetery at !;00 PM. The Chaplain Committee would like to invite
everyone to attend.

Membership: Renewals have come to a close for the 2024 year. Thank you to all that have rejoined our A.L.A. Family. A special
“Welcome” goes out to the seventeen new members that have joined our organization. | will continue to take new members until April
30, 2024. Please remember that 2025 dues will be due no later than January 1, 2025, to remain in good standing. The dues fees will
remain the same. They are $35.00 for Seniors (18 years of age and older) and $8.00 for Juniors (under 18 years of age). Any ques-
tions, please call Pam Tracy at 518-459-9259 or 518-522-9259.

50/50 Raffle: This raffle drawing takes place once a month. Anyone is eligible to participate in it. The cost is $1.00 per month ($8.00
for the remainder of the year). You can purchase as many chances as you would like. This raffle is a vital part of the Unit’s operation.
Please join in on this worthy program. Make your check out to ALA Unit 1520. In doing so, please enclose mailing labels for each
monthly chance. You can mail your check to Beverly Schilling in care of the Post or you can see Bev every Friday night at Bingo. The
winner of the March drawing was Esther Brown. She collected $166.00.

Spring Easter Social: Our Children and Youth Committee once again hosted a successful Spring Easter Social. We had 36 children
and their families in attendance. Our own Easter Bunny (Debbie Prime) was the hit of the event. Thank You to Stewarts for their gen-
erous donations of ice cream and all of the toppings. None of this is possible without the help of our volunteers. Many thanks go out
to Pat Eworonsky, Debbie Prime, Beverly and Larry Schilling, Linda Loparco, Tracey Hubbard, Anna Kelly, Sonya LaBombard, Connie
Strassburg and Ann Trong.

The next Albany County meeting will be held at the Legnard Curtain Post in Green Island on Tuesday, May 28, 2024 at 7:00 PM.
The County Annual memorial Service will be held at this time.

POPPY DISTRIBUTION: May is “Poppy Month” in the Town of Colonie. Our Poppy Chairman, Claire Grant has secured locations for
our Unit to distribute the Poppies. Volunteers are Needed. This is a great time to get out and meet wonderful people, maybe even
renew old acquaintances. Please contact Claire at 518-527-2934 for sign up times and places.

Valley Cats Veterans Night: The Valley Cats Baseball Team will be honoring our local Veterans On June 13, 2024 at Joe Bruno
Stadium located at Hudson Valley Community College in Troy. The Valley Cats will be facing the Evanston Otters. Veterans may ob-
tain their complimentary tickets by calling 518 — 629 — 2287 or visiting the website at: tcvalleycates.com.

Sick Call: Josephine Grace and Marie Slagen. (Feel Better Soon)

Chaplain Notices :Please contact Pam Tracy at 518-459-9259 or Judy Stoffels at 518-364-1449 with name(s) of any deceased mem-
bers and contact Pat Lito at 518-459-3842 for any members that are sick or have been placed in nursing homes.

Happy and Healthy Spring to All

Pam Tracy, President
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PLEASE

Notify the Post if you have a temporary or perma-
nent change of address.

To view info and photos of events involving our
Post, go to Joseph E. Zaloga American Legion
Post 1520 on Facebook or the internet.

Saturday Night Entertainment

Saturday-May 4th - Brian Zapel
Saturday-May 11th - Scott McNellis
Saturday-May 18th - Kevin Pepe

Saturday-May 25th - Scott McNellis

Coming Soon

May 6th - Honor a Vet @ J. E. Zaloga 1520

May 12th - Mothers’ Day Breakfast

May 19th - Flag placement at Albany Rural and Our Lady of Angels
Cemeteries

May 21st - Wreath placement at the Crossings at Colonie

May 27th - Memorial Day Parade and Open House (noon to three)

WANT INFORMATION ON THE AMERICAN LEGION ?
Go to www.legion.org

Support Our Troops and especially our Members that are
serving our Country




